
Fourth Class Texture: 
 
Welcome your students to the third class of Learning to Look, Texture.   
 
Can you name the previous three elements of art we have studied so far? Color, line and shape.  
 
When we touch something and describe how it feels, what are we describing? Texture. Texture means 
how something feels.  
 
Can you name the five senses? Sight, smell, taste, hearing and touch.  
 
Which of the (5) senses do you use most to discover the texture of an object? Touch.  
 
Texture:  

• Texture is defined as the surface quality of an object, the way it feels or they way it is perceived 
to feel. Can you think of words which describe how things feel:  

o Slimy, glassy, puffy, sticky, silky, bumpy, rough, fluffy etc.  
• Visual Texture:  

o We often see texture and imagine how they would feel usually by remembering past 
experiences.  

o Show students the book Pat the Bunny, or Brush Mona Lisa’s Hair.  
o Has anyone ever patted a live bunny? What did it feel like?  

 Soft, furry, downy, light  
 

    
 

• Artists create visual texture in order to give the illusion of the real object. They use painting 
techniques to re-create in paint what looks like silky hair (see above) or rough stones.  

o One way to create visual texture is to use overall patterning, to repeat lines and 
shapes in order to give the illusion of texture 

• Can you think of patterns that exist in nature?  
o Scales on fish, waves in oceans, patterns on sea shells,  

• Can you think of patterns that exist which are man-made?  
o Wall paper, floor tiles, a tweed fabric, bricks  

 
• Artists use different methods and materials to imitate real textures.  

o Loose brush strokes for dog’s fur.  
• Tactile texture:  



o Artists do not always imitate texture. Sometimes there work has real textures of its 
own. Oil paint has a texture. It can be used thinly or thickly.  

o Some artists want us to see the brushstrokes of paint on the canvas.  
 Ie. Watercolor versus oil painting.  

 
• Texture and Mood:  

o We often respond to things because of their texture.  
 Can you taste texture? Crunchy versus smooth 
 Do you like to touch things with a slimy texture?  
 Do you like to wear scratchy fabrics?  
 Texture can make us feel warm, comfortable, happy and content or 

irritated, upset, nervous and on edge.  
 Would you rather touch your favorite stuffed animal or a piece of rough 

sandpaper.  
 

 

 
LOOKING AT TEXTURE IN A WORK OF ART:  

A. Don Manuel  
a. Francisco Goya, 1778 
b. Medium – oil on canvas  
c. Painted more than 200 years ago  

 
B. Dialogue Suggestions: 

a. Reveal the poster above.  
i. What is the subject of the painting?  

1. A little boy and animals. These animals are his pets.  
ii. How many pets do you see?  

1. (3) cats, (1) bird (a magpie) on a string, and probably (5) birds (finches) 
in a cage.  

iii. Have you ever patted a kitten? What does the fur of a kitten feel like?  
1. Very soft on fluffy  

iv. Do you think the artist Goya has painted the textures realistically? Does the 
cat’s fur look real, for example? Yes.  



Optional Activity:  
Texture Bag:  
 
In any type of bag, place samples of all the textures that appear in the painting: satin, lace, velvet, fur, 
feathers, paper and metal. The children reach in, pull out a texture, feel it, identify it, and match it to 
something in the painting.  
 
What would different objects in this painting feel like if they were real?  
 

• How many places do we see satin in this painting?  
o Shoes, cummerbund, and bow  

 Can you think of a word that describes the texture of satin?  
• Shiny  

o Look carefuly at the cummerbund around Don Manuel’s waist. 
How did Goya make the satin appear to shine? What color paint 
has he used to make it appear that light is reflecting off of the 
shiny material?  
 White paint.  

o Do you know what lace is? Where do you find lace in this painting?  
 On the collar and cuffs on Don Manuel’s red suit and at the edge of the satin 

sash?  
 What is unusual about lace as a fabric?  

• You can see through it.  
 How does Goya paint Don Manuel’s collar so that we know it is made of lace?  

• We see through the lace on Don Manuel’s collar to the red velvet 
material beneath it.  

• Look for traces of pink paint where the red and white have mixed to 
form pink.  
 

o Do you know the name of this red fabric?  
 Velvet  
 Velvet is plushy and soft. Its fibers are thicker than satin and thus absorb the 

light rather than reflect it. Have students feel the difference between velvet and 
satin.  

o Where do you find fur in this picture?  
 On the (3) cats 

o What is metal here?  
 The birdcage  

 
How has Goya painted the fur differently from the metal? The fur is painted with a looser brushstroke 
and less clearly defined edges. It appears fluffy and blurry while the metal appears hard and rigid 
(unbendable).  
 

• What do you think the feathers feel like?  
o Smooth in one direction, silky and slick  

 Notice how Goya has used long individual strokes of white paint to highlight 
individual feathers.  



 What texture is the bird holding in his beak?  
• A piece of paper (the artist’s calling card with his name on it) 

o What does paper feel like?  
 Crisp, smooth, sharp at the edges 

• Have you ever gotten a paper cut?  
 
Now that we have explored all the textures in this painting what do you think is more important here, 
the surface texture of the paint itself or the recreation of visual textures?  
 
Children begin to understand that Goya has used different types of brushes, different colors of paint and 
even different brushstrokes to imitate the real textures in paint.   


